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out. The esoteric England was proceeding Irresistibly to the con-
quest of Europe.

THE PRACTICAL BUSINESS MEN

From the beginning the useless people set up a shriek for
"practical business men." By this they meant men who had be-
come rich by placing their personal interests before those of the
country, and measuring the success of every activity by the
pecuniary profit it brought to them and to those on whom they
depended for their supplies of capital The pitiable failure of some
conspicuous samples from the first batch we tried of these poor
devils helped to give the whole public side of the war an air of
monstrous and hopeless farce. They proved not only that they
were useless for public work, but that in a well-ordered nation
they would never have been allowed to control private enter-
prise.

How THE FOOLS SHOUTED THE WISE MEN DOWN

Thus, like a fertile country flooded with mud, England shewed
no sign of her greatness in the days when she was putting forth
all her strength to save herself from the worst consequences of
her littleness. Most of the men of action, occupied to the last
hour of their time with urgent practical work, had to leave to
idler people, or to professional rhetoricians, the presentation of
the war to the reason and imagination of the country and the
world in speeches, poems, manifestos, picture posters, and news-
paper articles. I have had the privilege of hearing some of our
ablest commanders talking about their work; and I have shared
the common lot of reading the accounts of that work given to
the world by the newspapers. No two experiences could be more
different. But in the end the talkers obtained a dangerous ascend-
ancy over the rank and file of the men of action; for though the
great men of action are always inveterate talkers and often very
clever writers, and therefore cannot have their minds formed
for them by others, the average man of action, like the average
fighter with the bayonet, can give no account of himself in words
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